
 

 

LRID General Membership Minutes 
November 15, 2008 – New Orleans, LA 

 
I. Call to order 12:27pm, November 15, 2008, Delgado Community College, New Orleans, LA 
 
II. Roll Call / Credentials Committee (L. Yoakum) 
 In Attendance: 65 total (39 Voting, 26 Non-voting - Quorum present)  
 
III. Personal Moment of Silence 
 
IV. Introduction of Parliamentarian Kenny David will serve the membership for this meeting. 
 
V. Approval of Agenda (Cara Magee-Johnston / Peggy Gray) - Approved. 
  
VI Approval of Standing Rules (Janie Powell / Kim White) – Approved. 
 
VII. Approval of Minutes 
 
 A. December 2005 (Kenny David / Peggy Gray) – Approved with editorial changes.   
 B. September 2007 (Kenny David / Janie Powell) – Approved with editorial changes.  
 
VIII. Officers Reports  
 
 A. President: Leslie Knowles  

1. Welcome –LRID’s 2008 Fall Conference has representation from 8 states: 
AR, CO, KS, LA, MS, NJ, NY and TX.  I would like to recognize 2 former Region IV 
Representatives: Glenace Humphrey of Kansas, and Daniel Burch who also served as RID 
President.  Thank you both for being here today.  Also, I would like to thank all 79 
registrants for attending LRID’s 40

th
 Annual Conference, and this LRID Board for getting 

so many of our goals accomplished. 
 

  2. End of Year Report: 
September 2007  New Board elected 

October 2007  Louisiana School for the Deaf homecoming: 4 Board members attend 

November 2007  Financial documents were transferred  from 2005-2007 Board 
 RID Region IV Leadership Retreat in Colorado : 2 Board members attend 

December 2007  1
st

 Board meeting in Baton Rouge: 5 Board members and 3 visitors attend 

January 2008  Louisiana Commission for the Deaf meeting : 3 Board members attend 

February 2008  Krewe of Dauphine Mardi Gras Ball in New Orleans: 5 Board members attend 
 LAD meeting in Lafayette: 3 Board members attend (meeting was cancelled)  

March2008  ‘Spring Training’ in Lake Charles: 22 participants; 6 Board members attend 

April 2008  Louisiana Commission for the Deaf: LRID President confirmed by the Governor as Ex-Officio 
Member of the LCD 

 VLI Meet & Greet in Baton Rouge donations to LRID; 1 Board member attends 
 RID Region IV Conference call: President participates 
 26

th
 Annual Deaf Olympics in Metairie : 3 Board members attend 

May 2008  Licensure Task Force Town Meetings in New Orleans, Baton Rouge, and Lafayette 

June 2008  Licensure Task Force Town Meetings in Shreveport and Monroe 
 ‘Summer Camp’ in Monroe with 23 participants; 5 Board members attend 
 2

nd
 Board meeting in Monroe: 5 Board members, 2 visitors attend 

 NIC Knowledge Prep workshop: co-sponsored with Delgado Community College’s ASLS Program,  
29 participants; 5 Board members attend 

 RID Region IV Conference call: Vice President participates 
 TSID/RID Region IV Conference in Houston: 4 Board members, 26 Louisiana residents attend 
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3.  LRID’s Website has been completely restructured, meeting our goal of keeping the  
members informed.  We are constantly updating information and LRID history is being 
posted as it is collected.  LRID thanks Melissa Hines, webmaster. 

 

4. 2008 RID Region IV Leadership Retreat – November 21 – 23, 2008.  LRID’s fourth year of 
involvement will include attendees Vice President Gary Morgan and Treasurer Jennifer 
Guerrieri.  Our new Region IV Representative Amie Seiberlich, from Colorado will be 
moderating this retreat, which will focus on Affiliate Chapter compliance with RID 
Bylaws and IRS regulations as relating to non-profit organizations.   Also attending will 
be RID President Cheryl Moose and RID Treasurer Brenda Walker Prudhom.  

 

5. LCD updates 

 April 2008, LRID President confirmed by the Governor as Ex-Officio Member of 
the LCD.  Clarification: Ex-Officio meaning a member of a board or party by 
virtue of holding a related office.  

 Members expressed concerns regarding LCD and the ICB.  LCD’s budget has 
allocated monies for interpreter related services.  No itemization specific 
expenditures have been reported to date. 

  Naomi DeDual, Executive Director, has “rubber stamp” authority to certify 
interpreters. 

 Brandy Berkley, parent of a deaf child, was voted in as Chair of LCD, August 
2008.  LRID members expressed concerns about voting in LCD members simply 
to maintain “life support”. 

 State Certification:  LCD reimburses Regional Service Centers at 2 rates, State 
Certified and Non-State Certified.   LRID members questioned the reason for 
having state certification.  An explanation was given that LCD has state 
certification because it is legally mandated.  LCD is required to maintain a list of 
state certified interpreters.  According to the LCD, only state certified 
interpreters can call themselves “interpreters”. 

 Has LCD outlived its purpose?  The LRID President asked for input from the 
membership.   It’s time for interpreters to take control of their future by 
working together.  LRID President will provide LCD agenda for upcoming 
meetings.  

 ICB:  Members discussed House Bill 1016 which called for the dissolution of the 
ICB. Peggy Gray, ICB Chair stated that the ICB would be meeting soon. 

 
B. Vice President: Gary Morgan 
 

1. Welcome – Welcome again and thank you all for being here … AND ALL THAT JAZZ!  The 
current Vice President’s report has been posted to the website, including the following 
workshop reports: 

 

a. Final Report: SPRING TRAINING March 15, 2008 in Lake Charles, LA 

Item Expenses Income Comments 

Registration  $410 17 @ $20; 2 @ $35; 3 Comped  

Site (Meeting Room) $75  Donated by Catholic Deaf Center -Lake Charles 

Presenter  
    

Honorarium: $ 500 
Travel: $133; Hotel: $79.05 

 1 presenter / 6 hour workshop 
Travel Donated by presenter-324 miles @ .41/mile 

Interpreters    $360  Donated by Leslie Knowles & Les Yoakum 

Supplies/Equipment $50  Donated by Leslie Knowles  

Handouts $10  Donated by Leslie Knowles 

Lunch $189.37  Box Lunches 

TOTALS $768.42 $410  

Profit / Loss   [$358.42] 
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b. Final Report: SUMMER CAMP June 7, 2008 in Monroe, LA 

Item Expenses Income Comments 

Registration  $ 410 6 @ $35; 10 @ $20;  6 Comped 

Site (Meeting Room) $75  Donated by hotel La Quinta Inn, Monroe, LA 

Presenter  
    

Honorarium: $ 500 
Travel: $208; Hotel: $59 

 1 presenter / 6 hour workshop 
254 Miles @ .41/mile ; Hotel room not needed 

Interpreters    $360  Donated by Gary Morgan & Jennifer Guerrieri 

Supplies/Equipment $75  TV/VCR, Whiteboard - Provided by hotel 

Handouts $75  Provided by presenter 

Lunch $ 0  On your own 

Donations  $ 250 Gallaudet University Regional Center 

TOTALS $708 $ 660  

Profit / Loss   [$48] 

  
c. Final Report Workshop June 10, 2008 (co-sponsor) 5ŜƭƎŀŘƻ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ !{[{ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ bŜǿ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΣ [! 

Item Expenses Income Comments 

Registration  $270 24 @ $10; 2 @ $15; 3 comped  

Site(Meeting Room) $75  Donated by Delgado ASLS department 

Presenter    Honorarium: $ 350  Donated by Delgado ASLS department 

Interpreters    $180  Donated by Les Yoakum & Gary Morgan 

Supplies/Equipment $50  Donated by Leslie Knowles  

Handouts $10  Donated by Delgado ASLS department 

Meals $75 / $25  Pizza / Snacks by Delgado ASLS Dept. 

TOTALS $75 $270  

Profit / Loss   $195 

 
2. Upon election, I set goals for myself and this board to insure good representation for 

our organization.  All I can say is “DONE IS GOOD!”  Completed goals include: 

 Fundraising - through sales of T-shirts, throws and raffle tickets. 

 Buddy system – at the 2008 conference included 28 participants. 

 Future Board Interns (F.B.I.) - 2 LRID members have been working closely with 
the board. 

 Information sharing – via emails and website, thanks Melissa Hines, 
Webmaster. 

 
3. In closing - LRID is rolling again so please stay involved. 

 
C.  Secretary: Les Yoakum 

  
  1. End-of-Year (FY: 2007-2008) membership report: 

Total members: 110.  Breakdown is as follows:  

Membership numbers by category: 
Certified – 52            Student - 16 
Associate – 33          Supporting - 4 
Lifetime – 4               Organizational - 1 
 

Membership numbers by area: 
Area I – 66 
Area II – 33 
Area III – 4 
Out-of-State - 7 

  
2. Finding “lost” members – In September 2007 members totaled 63. Recruiting efforts, 

including a special one time only “6 month special” rate, nearly doubled that number, 
bringing our total to 110. 

3. Recruitment and Retention –Ongoing efforts to maintain all current members and 
recruit new members have been a success.  I am happy to report that as of today, LRID 
has 131 members! 
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4. Student Representatives – Kay Catalanotto and Nicole Guilles were recognized and 
presented with an appreciation gift, an LRID tote bag made by Jo Brown of “Keep on 
Smilin”. LRID thanks you both for your hard work at this conference.  

5. Mentoring – Conference interpreters are working with student protégés at this 
conference in a pilot program.  Thanks to everyone involved, it has been a great success! 

 
 D. Treasurer: Jennifer Guerrieri  
 
  1. End-of-year (FY: 2007-2008) report: 
  
L.R.I.D. Financial Report  Beginning Date:  November 27, 2007 Ending Date: June 30, 2008 
 
Beginning Balance:          $4295.54 
 
INCOME:         $ 4662.50 
 
 Membership Dues 07-08(8 @ $25/21 @ $12.50/6 @ $7.50/1 org @ $100)  $607.50 
 Membership Dues 08-09 (3 @ $15/24 @ $25/1 org @ $100)    $745.00 
 Fall 08 Conference Advertisement:       $425.00 
 Mar 08 Workshop (17 attendees @ $20/ 2 attendees @ $35)    $410.00 
 Raffle Tickets for Fall 08:        $314.00 
 RIV Retreat contributions from PEPNET South     $600.00 
 Donations (Gallaudet RSC $250/VLI $275):      $525.00 
 June 07, 08 Workshop (6 attendees @ $35/10 attendees @ $20)   $410.00 
 Fundraising         $356.00 
 June 11, 08 Workshop (24 attendees @ $10/2 @ $15)    $270.00 
  
EXPENSES:         $ 4067.84 
 
 RID 07-08 Sponsorship:        $150.00 
 RID 08-09 Sponsorship:        $150.00 
 Postage (fall 08 conf advert/newsletters/08-09 Member cards):   $119.44 
 Fundraising (shirts/ads, etc):       $395.40 
 Raffle tickets:         $151.81 
 Mar 08 Workshop Presenter Honorarium:      $500.00 
 Mar 08 Workshop Lunch:        $189.37  
 Reorder Checks:         $68.96   
 NSF Charge (no endorsement lunch mar 08 wshop)     $37.50 
 LRID Post office box        $56.00 
 RIV Retreat Airfare (Les & Leslie)       $755.20 
 03/08 Wshop Hotel for Presenter       $79.05 
 Newsletter Printing        $145.18 
 LRID website 04/08 to 04/09       $525.00 
 Jun 07, 08 Workshop Presenter Honorarium      $500.00 
 Jun 07, 08 Workshop Presenter Travel:      $208.00 
 Printer Ink:         $31.71 
 Envelopes:         $5.22 
   
Year to Date June 30, 2008 Balance:      $4890.20 
 
  2. Second Quarter Report (Oct-Nov-Dec) posted to website Jan 15, 2009. 
  3. IRS reporting is completed to date. 
  4. RID reporting is completed to date. 



LRID General Business Meeting, Nov. 15, 2008 * Page 5 of 8 

 

 E. CMP Coordinator: Kim White 
 
  1. End-of-Year (FY: 2007-2008) Report: 
  
Activity # Agent 

 
Title Presenter Location Total 

CEUs 
CMP ACET Non-

Rid 
Total 
Participants 

 

March 2008 
0046.0308.01 

LRID Team Interpreting J. Virgilio Lake 
Charles, 
LA 

0.6 PS 17 1 8 26 

April 2008 
0046.0408.02 

LRID 
CENLA 

Religious Signs, 
Using Classifiers 

B&J Lovas Boyce,  
LA 

0.6 PS 4 1 2 7 

June 2008 
0046.0608.03 

LRID Signing for Success D. Crochet Monroe, 
LA 

0.6 PS 7 1 15 23 

June 2008 
0046.0608.04 
 

LRID 
CEN-LA 

Telecommunication 
Access for the Deaf 
and Hard of 
Hearing. 

S. 
Fortenberry 

Monroe, 
LA 

0.4 PS 3 0 1 4 

June 2008 
0046.0608.05 
 

LRID So Many Books, 
So Little Time 

L. Knowles New 
Orleans, 
LA 

0.3 PS 4 1 25 30 

 
TOTALS 

    2.5 
CEUs 

35 
CMP 

4 
ACET 

51 
Non 

90 
Participants 

 
2. LRID sponsored a total of 1.65 CEU’s for this conference.  Reminder:  sign your CEU page 

and return to me before the conference ends. 
 
 F. LRID Rep to LAD: Shirley Delahouyasse 
  
 Nov. 17, 2007 Meeting held in Baton Rouge at the LAD Office.  Main topic of interest is the hosting of 

the NAD Conference to be held in New Orleans July 7 - 11, 2008 at the Marriott Hotel.  I requested that 
CEU's be offered in hopes that more interpreter interest might be motivated. 

 Dec. 8, 2007 Meeting held at the LAD Office in Baton Rouge.  This was a committee workshop to 
prepare for the upcoming NAD Conference.  LAD 100 year celebration was tentatively scheduled to be 
held November 8, 2008 (More details upcoming). 

 Feb.  23, 2008 Meeting scheduled to be held in Lafayette at the LAAD Clubhouse: CANCELLED 
 March 9, 2008 Meeting in Baton Rouge at the LAD Office.  More preparation plans for NAD Conference 

discussed.  I announced that the LRID Conference will be held in New Orleans on September 18 - 20, 
2008.   LAD voted and approved the purchase of advertising space (Full page @ $100) in the LRID 
Conference Program Book. 

 June 14, 2008 Final plans were discussed for the upcoming NAD Conference.  NAD has been in contact 
with RID and CEU's will be offered at the Conference Workshops. No date/place was scheduled for the 
next meeting. 

 
 G. LAD Rep to LRID: Pauline Wood - No report. 
 
 H. Officers’ reports ACCEPTED with corrections. 
  
IX. Committee Reports 
 
 A. 2007 Conference Committee – No report. 

B. 2008 Conference Committee – Final Report to be posted on the website Jan. 15, 2009. 
 C. Fund-raising Committee – see Vice President’s report VIII. B. 2. 
 D. 2008 Audit Committee – No committee. 
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E. Bylaws Committee – Revisions will begin after the RID Region IV 2008 Retreat. 
 F. Local Affiliate Chapters – No report. 

G. Licensure Task Force (a Non-LRID committee) – Summer 2008, Town Hall Meetings were held in 
7 cities throughout the state regarding Licensure Law Draft #8.  A full report will be posted to the 
LRID website, to be used for informational purposes only.  (After LRID’s business meeting, those 
concerned will meet to discuss licensure issues.) 

 
“Item X, what’s that mean?  Ohhhh, TEN!”   
 
X. Unfinished Business 
 

After a thorough review of previous minutes, the following motions will be discussed.  LRID members 
request all completed items be removed from the agenda. 

 
2005.04 - Reinstate LCD State certification.  ACTION - State Certification reinstated Dec. 2006.  
 COMPLETED - remove from agenda. 
 
2005.05 - Request an interpreter rate study from LRS and LCD.  DISCUSSION - there are no state 

 interpreter rates.  COMPLETED, remove from agenda. 
 
2005.06 - Establish a Katrina funds committee.   Referred to 05-07 Board.  ACTION – None,  

DISCUSSION – The LRID Business Meeting Minutes 2007 Treasurer’s Report lists 
$1000.00 hurricane donation as income, but no related expenses.  ACTION – remove 
from agenda. 

 
2005.07 - Contribute to WASLI.  Referred to 2005-2007 Board.  ACTION – Motion withdrawn by 

 maker Daniel Burch. Item removed from agenda. 
 
C06.01 - Propose revisions to Licensure  Law Draft #6.  ACTION – Forum held and proposed  
 changes were reported to Task Force.   COMPLETED - remove from agenda. 
 
06.03 - Gather LRID history.  ACTION - lrid_historian@yahoo.com account created. COMPLETED, 
 remove from agenda. 
 
C06.05 - Support idea of Licensure.  ACTION – Adopted.  Removed from agenda. 
 
C2007.01 – Encourage the use of Deaf interpreters.  ACTION – Ongoing effort.   Informal  

mentoring began with Spring Training 2008.  Item remains on agenda. 
 
C2007.02 - Remove CMP Coordinator from Board.  Referred to Bylaws Committee. 
 
C2007.03 – To pay advertising to LSDAA.   Secondary motion:  Nothing for ads until a Budget for  

LRID has been established.   Removed from agenda. 
  

C2007.04 - Investigate a lending library.  COMPLETED, remove from agenda. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lrid_historian@yahoo.com
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XI. New Business 
  

A. Motions 
 

MOTION C2008.01.A – (Darlene Austin / Denise Crochet) – Move that LRID Annual Conferences be held in 
Spring and one-day training be held in the Fall, beginning 2010. 
Rationale: Conferences have had to be postponed several times over the past 10 years due to hurricanes 
occurring in the early Fall. 
Fiscal Impact: LRID could avoid the additional cost and/or loss of income due to having to reschedule a 
conference at the last minute. 
Action: Pending 
 
MOTION C2008.01.B – (Jacque Drefahl / Juliette Hynes) – Move that the LRID Annual Conferences be held 
in June. 
Rationale: It gives the educational interpreters the opportunity to attend educational trainings, and is also 
before the peak hurricane season. 
Fiscal Impact: Additional registrants would bring in more revenue. 
Discussion: Janie Powell suggested a straw poll to see if we want to change dates at all.  Also, ARID holds 
their Biennial Conference in June and we have a reciprocity agreement with them. This may be a problem. 
A straw poll indicated that the issue of changing the dates of the annual conference and trainings needs 
to be researched.   
Action: Motions C2008.01.A and C2008.01.B referred to Bylaws Committee. 

 
MOTION C2008.02 – (Daniel Burch / Denise Crochet) – Move that LRID join World Association of Sign 
Language Interpreters (WASLI) as a Supporting Member. 
Rationale: This would support International work to establish interpreter associations in countries that do 
not have them. 
Fiscal Impact: $100 per year. 
Vote: Adopted by acclamation. 
Daniel Burch – “I would just like to say thank you to LRID on behalf of WASLI.  This action makes LRID the 
first state affiliate chapter to take such action.”  (Resounding applause.) 

 
MOTION C2008.03 – (Daniel Burch / Kim White) – Move that LRID convert the previously mentioned 
“Katrina Funds” to a disaster relief fund for future need. 
Discussion – This would require guidelines as to what exactly constitutes a disaster and how then to 
distribute the funds. Possibly some of that $1000.00 was spent for the Dec 2005 conference in Lafayette 
that replaced the Fall Conference after hurricane Katrina.  Also, money was spent extending all LRID 
memberships until fall of 2006.  Perhaps those funds have already been depleted.   

 Action – Referred to the LRID Board. 
 

MOTION C2008.04 – (Gary Morgan / Les Yoakum) – Move that LRID grant Lifetime Member status to 
Lynne Gomez. 
Rationale: In appreciation of her years of leadership, service and dedication to the organization and to the 
profession of sign language interpreting. Thank you, Lynne. 

 Lynne Gomez – “I’m shaking! This is truly a gift…and to be recognized…I…thank you!” 
 Vote:  Adopted by acclamation.   (Resounding applause.) 
 

MOTION: C2008.05 – (Kenny David / Lynne Gomez) – Whereas we the members recognize the dedication 
of our current Board, their commitment to the goals of our organization and to their tireless efforts to 
make this 2008 LRID Fall Conference a success, do hereby express our sincere appreciation. 
Moved by all those present who stand.  (Standing ovation and resounding applause.) 
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B. Resolutions 
 

R2008.01 – Be it hereby known that LRID would like to thank the following for their loyalty, 
dedication and contributions in helping to make the 2008 LRID Fall Conference a success: 
 

 PEPNet South and Jennie Bourgeois for donating $2000.00 toward our presenters; 

 Sorenson Communications for donating interpreter travel and lodging; 

 Cheryl Thomas and Donald Suggs for donating their interpreting services; 

 Gallaudet University Regional Center, Flagler College for donating $500.00; 

 Deaf Action Center North Shore and Val Patterson ($300) for providing Friday’s lunch; 

 Arkansas RID and Karen Binko for donating interpreting travel and services; 

 Presenters Adan Penilla and Mike McMillion; 

 Conference Interpreters Glenace Humphrey, Cheryl Thomas, Donald Suggs, Karen Binko and Rita 
Jo Scarcella; 

 Hon. C. Ray Nagin, Mayor, the City of New Orleans, and Larry Bagneris; 

 Student Representatives Nicole Gilles and Kay Catalanotto; 

 Delgado Community College and all student volunteers; 

 Conference contributors:  David Seruntine, Jeff Palmquist, Theresa Simoneaux, James 
Simoneaux, Shari Bernius, Cara Magee Johnston and Jo Brown. 

 
XII. Announcements 
 
 A. LRID’s Spring Training March 21, 2009 in Natchitoches. 
 B. LRID’s Summer Camp June 20, 2009 on the North Shore. 
 C. LRID’s Fall Conference Sept 17-19, 2009 in Lafayette entitled ‘LRID Homecoming’. 

D. LCD Meeting – November 21, 2009 in Baton Rouge 
E. Silent Auction winners: Glenace Humphrey, quilt for $100 and Leigh Ann Staten, 2 LRID wooden 

plaques for $50. 
F. Raffle winner: Sabrina Fuller (notified via speaker phone), winning ticket sold by Earnessa 

Moncriffe.  Second chance winner: Brian Keller from Illinois (Cara Magee-Johnston will deliver 
prize) 

  
XIII. Adjournment – 1:58 pm 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Les Yoakum, CI and CT 
LRID Secretary, 2007 - 2009 


